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Mayor
Kiel, 29.05.2020

5th letter to parents1
Regarding child daycare and emergency care at schools in Kiel

Dear Parents,
Since March 16, the daycare centres have “only” been open to selected children that meet the
special emergency care criteria. After more than two months, however, the state government
has this week taken another major step on the path to restoring normal operations. The new
ruling applies for one week from 1 June to 7 June 2020.
The concept presented by the state government sets out a phase model for further opening
(see attachment): From Monday, we will already be in Phase 3, Step 2. (Phase 3, Step 1 will
be skipped in Schleswig-Holstein due to the falling infection rate.)
In summary, the following applies from 2 June 2020 onwards, i.e. after Whit Monday:
-

The bans on daycare centre operations are lifted. Childcare can then be provided at
the daycare centres, although certain restrictions relative to standard operations will
remain in place.

-

All children previously attending emergency daycare, as well as those of parents working in the so-called critical infrastructure, can continue to attend daycare centres and
receive support.

-

The occupational groups of parents that qualify for emergency child daycare have been
extended to include members of the volunteer fire brigades, which are now also considered part of the critical infrastructure.

-

The so-called “preschool children”, who are expected to start attending school after the
summer holidays, as well as children with special educational and language support
requirements, are also to attend daycare centres on a daily basis. Should any daycare
centres not yet be able to implement this in the coming week due to the existing circumstances, an exemption decision can be taken by the Ministry of Social Affairs.

-

However, a daycare offer is to be made to all other children from 2 June onwards. This can
be issued on a daily or weekly basis. The daycare times should remain as close as possible
to the contractually agreed times on the days on which the children attend.
This is a tough requirement, so we would ask for your understanding if it is not possible to
achieve this in full at all centres. The aim here is always to protect your child. The respective daycare centres will reach this decision themselves together with the parents' representatives.
Please therefore get in touch with the daycare centre attended by your child/children
to determine exactly how they will be handling this.
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This letter to parents is based on the previous letter already sent out. We have highlighted the
changes for you in red.
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As I am aware of how much pressure you are under as parents and that daycare services are urgently required by both you and your children, I repeat my appeal from the
last letter: the management team at your daycare centre is not responsible for issuing
state ordinances. However, they must implement the stipulated measures, while also
maintaining compliance with the still very restrictive hygiene standards.
We would therefore ask you to stay strong a little while longer, as the state has announced that full-scale opening of all daycare centres is now not far off thanks to the
pronounced decline in the infection rate!
-

The permitted group size is also being increased from the current limit of 10 to 15 children. As the groups would otherwise be too large, the aforementioned children that are
starting to return to the daycare centres will not yet be able to attend every day. In
exceptional cases, applications to grant permission for larger groups can be submitted
to the Ministry of Social Affairs.

-

Staff at the daycare centres are doing everything possible to help and support both
parents and children. However, it may not be possible to offer early and late services
at all centres, for example due to the smaller group sizes and greater personnel requirements associated with this.

The emergency service remains in place at daycare centres and schools
The familiar emergency service is still being offered at all respective institutions. The following
children can therefore attend full daycare without any breaks:
- Children of working single parents, regardless of the industry in which they work.
- Children of parents, at least one of whom works in one of the following critical core
sectors.
However, a prerequisite in both cases is that you have no other option for looking after
your children.
- Children of parents that are taking final examinations.
- Children of mothers that are currently in hospital giving birth to another child.
- Children requiring a high level of personal care and support that cannot be provided
at home, as these pupils belong to the particularly vulnerable segment of the population. Emergency schooling (daycare) can be provided for these pupils at the request of
the parents, subject to approval of the school administrators.
- Children that require special protection in order to ensure their well-being and are therefore to continue receiving care. The respective Youth Welfare Office reaches decisions
on a case-by-case basis here.
Institutions can continue to accept planned new admissions and thereby offer parents options.
The emergency service is intended for employees (not single parents) from the following
professional groups working in critical core sectors:
-

Energy - electricity, gas and fuel supply, etc. (§ 2 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on
Critical Infrastructures),
Water: public water supply, public sewage disposal (§ 3 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on Critical Infrastructures), water maintenance, operation of drainage systems,
Nutrition, feed producers, hygiene (production, wholesale and retail) – including
suppliers, logistics (§ 4 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on Critical Infrastructures)
Information technology and telecommunications – including systems for eliminating
faults and also maintaining networks (§ 5 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on Critical
Infrastructures),
Healthcare - hospitals, emergency services, outpatient services, residential care
and daycare, primary care, health and therapy professionals, medical device
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-

-

manufacturers, pharmaceutical manufacturers and wholesalers, midwives, pharmacists, laboratories, military medical services (§ 6 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance
on Critical Infrastructures), as well as the services required for orderly operation of
hospitals and in-patient care homes (food supply, housekeeping, cleaning), necessary medical services for animal health,
Finance and cash supply (§ 7 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on Critical Infrastructures),
Labour administration, job centres and other social transfers,
Transport and haulage – logistics for the KRITIS critical infrastructure, public
transport (§ 8 of the “BSI-KritisV” Ordinance on Critical Infrastructures),
Disposal, in particular waste disposal; media and culture - risk and crisis communication,
Core duties of public administration, in particular government and parliament, police, protection of the constitution, fire brigade, disaster control, tax administration,
the judicial system, veterinary services, coastal protection, flood protection,
Teachers and all other persons working in schools, daycare centres and
other childcare facilities,
Integration assistance service offers as per the 9th Volume of the German Social
Code (SGB IX), inpatient treatment for those at risk, inpatient facilities for youth
welfare, as well as both outpatient and semi-inpatient youth welfare offerings as a
necessary prerequisite for ensuring children's well-being as per the 8th Volume of
the German Social Code (SGB VIII),
Lawyers, notaries, tax advisers, legal caregivers and their law office personnel,
Security personnel, caretakers and building cleaners for the sectors/areas listed
above.

In order to provide the emergency service, the managers at the respective care/support facilities and, where applicable, the daycare personnel have a duty to clarify with you whether these
prerequisites/conditions apply.
As before, the emergency service may only be offered at facilities that are already established.
Daycare offers for (school)children at any other facilities are not permitted.
The rulings for child daycare
The permit-based child daycare offers are no longer subject to any restrictions.
We expect the daycare personnel to once again offer child daycare services in full scope for
all children.
The fees for child daycare up to 15 June 2020 will not be debited.
Parents will be reimbursed any daycare fees charged since 15 March. However, it might take
several weeks for the refunds to arrive, as this affects thousands of parents.
We will no longer debit the fees up to 15 June 2020. The state government has guaranteed a
three-month refund for the respective fees. We will see how the daycare situations looks, and
therefore what will happen in terms of fees, from 15 June 2020 onwards.
We will contact you again on 7 June and inform you of any further rulings/provisions. We can
then all be confident that more child daycare options will once again be available to all children.
I would like to wish you all a very happy Pentecost and send you greetings from Kiel City Hall,

Renate Treutel
3

